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Drug Abuse Warning Network

® Public health surveillance system

® Direct review of emergency department
(ED) patient records

= ED visits related to drugs
— Direct cause or contributing factor
— 4 million drug-related visits in 2008

SAMHSA / OAS


Presenter
Presentation Notes
DAWN is a public health surveillance system that collects data on drug-related emergency department visits and on drug-related deaths.
In this presentation, I’ll be focusing on ED data.


What Drugs are Covered?

= All types of drugs
— lllegal drugs
— Prescription and OTC pharmaceuticals
— Dietary supplements
— Non-pharmaceutical inhalants
® Alcohol-in-combination (any age)
= Alcohol alone (age < 21)

SAMHSA / OAS



DAWN Data

Trends, 2004 - 2008




Drug-related ED Visits — Nation, 2008

= Over 4.3 million drug-related ED visits
— 73% Increase from 2004 to 2008
— 27% Increase from 2006 to 2008

= Almost 2 million involved drug misuse/abuse
(46% of total visits)

® Almost 1 million involved NMUP (22% of total
VISItS)




Nonmedical Use of Pharmaceuticals
(NMUP)

= Taking a higher than prescribed or
recommended dose of a pharmaceutical

® Taking a pharmaceutical prescribed for another
individual

® Deliberate malicious poisoning of the patient by
another individual

® Substance abuse involving pharmaceuticals




Trends in Types of Drug-related ED Visits —

2004 - 2008
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Trends for Major lllicit Drugs, ED Visits —
2004 - 2008
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Trends for NMUP ED Visits, Selected Drug

Categories — 2004 - 2008
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Disposition of Drug-related ED Visits

® Proxy for measuring severity
® Opportunity for intervention/prevention
" Three primary categories:

— Treated and Released

— Admitted to this Hospital
— All Other Dispositions




DAWN Access to data

® hitp://dawninfo.samhsa.gov
® Public Use Files
® Privacy/Confidentiality & Staffing Limits



http://dawninfo.samhsa.gov/
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